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Dear Friends,
 
As a new year unfolds, we are pleased to share our reflections 
and accomplishments from 2018 with you in this annual 
report. 2018 was an important year for IARP, as we launched 
the largest humanitarian project in our nonprofit’s history, 
the “Books for Mosul Campaign,” and grew our People-to-
People programs in response to rising Islamophobia and 
discrimination. The thread that has tied together all of this 
year’s growth is community. The inclusive, welcoming, and 
diverse community of IARP’s partners, friends, volunteers, is 
the heart of our organization. Thank you for joining us in 2018 
and making all of our programs possible.

When our leadership first started discussing the “Books 
for Mosul” project, the campaign seemed daunting, if not 
impossible. How would IARP, a small nonprofit with a 2-person 
staff and modest budget, collect and send a container of 
university-level books from Minneapolis to Mosul? Where 
would the books come from?  How would they travel over 6,000 
miles by land and sea to our Iraqi friends who needed them? 
The answers came from our grassroots community, who not 
only gave their time to planning and logistics, but spent hours 
collecting, sorting, and preparing books for shipment.  

Thanks to you, our community, we have sent a message of 
peace and friendship to Mosul that will not be easily forgotten.  
The resources we sent in 2018 will be used by generations of 
University of Mosul students in pursuit of knowledge to build 
a better life after the dark chapter of ISIS occupation.  

As we celebrate this and our other achievements from 2018, 
we look forward to partnering with you for another exciting 
year building open communities between Minnesota and Iraq.

Sincerely,

Jessica Belt Saem Eldahr
Executive Director

Salam Murtada
Board Chair

Kathy McKay, Board Member Emeritus
Luke Wilcox, Board Member Emeritus
Steve Clemens, Board Member Emeritus

IARP STAFF:

Jessica Belt Saem Eldahr, Executive Director
Erin Hart, Director of Development and Communications

IARP PROVIDED OVER 36 
ACTIVITIES TO CONNECT AND 
ENGAGE OVER 41,774 IRAQIS 
AND AMERICANS.

IARP 
BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
2018

FROM OUR LEADERSHIP
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Kathy Adam
Secretary

Mohammed Raef
Al Azzawi

Erin Hart

Azar Maluki

Salam Murtada
Board Chair

Rev. David W. Smith

Ethan 
Wilensky-Lanford
Vice-Chair

Muntadher (Ali)
Al-Jayashi
Treasurer



PEOPLE TO PEOPLE /  BUILDING INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES

13
Presentations to 350 at Minnesota 
Department of Health trainings

Gatherings of women’s 
friendship groups

Attendees at Fall Potluck and Picnic

Attendees at the 
Festival of Nations

People at Minneapolis 
Sister City Day

2018 IMPACT
OF OUR COMMUNITY IN MINNESOTA + IRAQ

IRAQI ART PROJECT /  COMMUNITIES IN CONVERSATION

Audience members at 
6 film screenings and 
discussions

Iraqi Voices Film Tour in Winona and Lanesboro | 
Planning underway to tour “Birds Sing Differently 
Here” Theater | Exhibit of Iraqi Kurdish Photographer 
Jamal Penjweny at Wisdom Ways

232

“During the year we learned of each other’s families, past history and shared dreams for the future. It has been a rich 
experience for me to get to know Iraqi women on such a close basis. The courage and commitment it takes to uproot 
family and move to an unknown country to make a safer, better future for your children is a concept that is difficult to 
comprehend from news and media sources. To hear personal stories and share experiences with these women makes this 
a much richer journey and one that has a deep impact for all. I am confident some of our connections will continue as we 
share resources and support each other’s future dreams.”    — Women’s Friendship Group Participant

40,000
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Once a major center of learning in the Middle East, the library at the University of Mosul was destroyed by ISIS 
when they occupied the city in June 2014. The militants methodically burned nearly all of the one million books, 
manuscripts, and historic maps. One of the finest libraries in the Middle East was burned to the ground. 

BOOKS FOR MOSUL

HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS FOR PEACE  

CONNECTING MINNEAPOLIS AND MOSUL

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

JUNE
University of Mosul 
library destroyed by ISIS

MAR
Blogger Mosul Eye launches 

call for book donations

AUG 8
IARP commits to help 

restock the library

MAR
IARP launches 

“Books for Mosul” 

NOV 25
IARP’s 

container 
of books 

arrives at the 
University of 

Mosul

SEP 17
10,000 books and 5,000 glasses 

are shipped from Minnesota

APR - AUG 
Staff and volunteers 

collect, sort, and prepare 
books for shipment
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IN THE MEDIA
• SHARE AMERICA
• THE NEW YORKER
• BUZZFEED
• WOMEN IN THE WORLD
• TWIN CITIES PIONEER PRESS
• PUBLIC LIBRARIES ONLINE
• ABC CHANNEL 5 EYEWITNESS NEWS
• MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE
• FOX 9 NEWS

WHERE DID THE DONATIONS COME FROM?

70 INDIVIDUAL DONORS
From 18 different states and the US territory of Puerto Rico and Ontario, Canada

5 UNIVERSITIES 3 ORGANIZATIONS 2 COMPANIES 2 CHURCHES

20 FT SHIPPING CONTAINER, 10,000 
BOOKS AND 5,000 GLASSES, WEIGHING 
OVER 16,000 LBS, 16 PALLETS
BOOKS IN THE FIELDS OF: 
Medicine, Science, Technology, Business, Humanities, Social Sciences, 
Mathematics, Engineering, Education, Foreign and International Law, 
Islamic Law and Religion, and US Civil Rights and Civil Liberties.

5,000 Reading glasses of assorted powers 
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Total Individual Gifts

Grants

Program Income

TOTAL

$34,714 (monthly donors: $5,241)

$32,466.00

$838

$67,998

GRANTS INDIVIDUAL GIFTS

PROGRAM INCOME

2018 FINANCIALS

People to People Program

Iraqi Art Program

Humanitarian Projects for Peace

Administration

Organizational Development

TOTAL

$22,012

$7,690

$33,168

$12,693

$11,871

$87,434

ORGANIZATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS 
FOR PEACE

ADMINISTRATION

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE

IRAQI ART 
PROGRAM

EXPENSES
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Abigail Senuty
Abir Majid
Al and Anne Nettles 
Amy Hansen
Amy Merrill 
Amy Okaya
Amy Shebeck
Ann and Jim Ricketts
AnnMarie Celiberti  
Arthur H. Dorland
Arwa Naji 
Azar Maluki and Shaymaa 
Halboos 
Betsy Kerr 
Beverly Caruso 
Bill Berneking
Briana and Ben Bradley 
Catherine Abbott 
Charles Benson 
Charles Lutz 
Cheryl Boland
Cynthia Faraday
Dan McNeil 
Daniel Leisen and Andi 
Kuenning 

Danushka Wanduragala 
David and Lauren Belt 
David Bicking 
David Dvorak
David Moseman 
David Smith 
Deborah Crocker 
Diane and Richard Klupper 
Glynn
Eileen Souza 
Elise Sjogren 
Eloa Verona 
Erin Hart and Ben Langager 
Erin Wilson
Ethan Wilensky-Lanford 
Faisal Mohammad Mohammad 
Fletcher and Joan Hinds 
Gail Anderson 
Ghayth Alkinani 
Heather Raffo 
Hiroaki Isobe 
Jamal Ali and Jameela 
Hassoun 
James Frey and Margo Walther 
Frey 

James and Dorothy Langager 
Jane Bernauer 
Jane Powers
Janice Kragness 
Jay Broeker 
Jenny Nilsson 
Jessica Belt Saem Eldahr
Jessica Stuart 
Joel Weiner 
John Dziak 
John Marty 
Jonathan Carlson 
Jonathan Stegall 
Joseph Palen 
Joyce Lyon 
Justin Schroeder 
Karen Pope 
Karen Waldren 
Kate Langley and Charlie Olsen
Kathleen McKay 
Kathryn and Rodger Ringhams
Kathy Palmer  
Ken and Mary Gleason 
Konnie Berg 
Kristyn Martin 

Lael Gatewood 
Lana Barkawi 
Larry Valley 
Lindsey Thomas 
Lorraine Welch 
Lisa Kuhn 
Lotti Matkovits 
Luanne Nyberg 
Lynn Shoemaker 
Marina Gabriel 
Mark Giese
Mary Hunt 
Maya Zaido and Alex Haulman 
Michael Griffin 
Michelle Eberhard 
Midia Kazzaz 
Mike Rollin 
Monica Allen 
Salam Murtada and Vanessa 
Cornett-Murtada 
Nausheena Hussain
Nick and Nancy Eltgroth 
Nina Wegner 
Noura Alkaabi 
Omar Yamoor 

PARTNERS FOR PEACE (MONTHLY DONORS)
Susan Schirber, Steve and Christine Clemens, Lotti Matkovits, Luke Wilcox, 
Luanne Nyberg, Lawrence Valley, Phil Runkel, Kathy Mckay, Daniel Leisen and 
Andi Kuenning, Erin Hart and Ben Langager, Jay Broker, AnnMarie Celiberti

FUNDERS
Metropolitan Regional Arts Council, Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, Marbrook 
Foundation, St. Joan of Arc

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Critical Needs Support Foundation, Books for Africa, Carry On Homes, Festival of 
Nations, International Institute of Minnesota, First Unitarian Society
Global Studies Department, University of Minnesota, Hennepin Square
Lanesboro Arts, Metro Immigrant and Refugee Health Network, Minnesota 
Department of Health, Minnesota International NGO Network, New York University, 
Restoration Anglican, St. Joan of Arc Church, St. Paul Reformation Lutheran 
Church, Target, Champlin Store, The Loft Literary Center, The Commons Park, 
University of Harvard Law School, University of Puerto Rico, University of St. 
Thomas, Vets for Peace, Boulder CO Chapter, Winona Frozen River Film Festival

At the heart of our mission, individual supporters, funders, and partners are making a difference with the Iraqi 
and American Reconciliation Project. We recognize them here, with enormous appreciation for the change and 
bridge building we are achieving together.

Phil Runkel 
Philip and Kathleen Adam
Raad Hassan Abdulrazzak 
Robert Johnson 
Robert and Kathy Wedl 
Rodney Olsen 
Sagirah Shahid
Dr. Sanjay Misra  
Satinder Kaur 
Shahd Rdawi 
Sharon Lewandowski 
Sheila and Dan Broughton 
Sheila Hoffman 
Steve and Christine Clemens 
Susan Johnston and William 
Stoeri 
Susan Schirber
Theresa Pick 
Walt Handschin 
Waseem Alshikh 
Wendy Farrar 
Zainab Salbi 
Zena Khalil

SPECIAL THANKS TO
Ali Al-Baroody, Ammar Faily, Patrick Brindle, Dr. Mohammed Aaljajiahmed, Zainab 
Salbi, Jordan Lee Thompson, Omar Mohammed, George Newell, Sagirah Shahid, 
and Mira Abou Malhab, and our Books for Mosul committee members

THANK YOU! SHUKRAN!

SUSTAINING VOLUNTEERS AND INTERNS
Mary Hunt, Narmin Rolstin, Sue Johnston, Kathy McKay, Shaymaa Halboos, Jamal 
Ali, Anaid Plascencia, Aberdeen McEvers, Ellen Janda, Gita Misra, Kristin Berg
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Photographs by Ali Al-Baroody and Ahmed Alsheikhli



IRAQI AND AMERICAN RECONCILIATION PROJECT
2021 E. Hennepin Ave, Suite 200

Minneapolis, MN 55413
612-547-9971
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