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THE IRAQI AND AMERICAN RECONCILIATION 
PROJECT (IARP) PROMOTES RECONCILIATION 

BETWEEN THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES 
AND IRAQ IN RESPONSE TO THE DEVASTATION 

AFFECTING IRAQI FAMILIES, SOCIETY, AND 
CULTURE. IARP RECOGNIZES THE COMMON 

HUMANITY OF THE PEOPLE OF IRAQ AND THE 
PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES.





WHO IS IARP?
The Iraqi and American Reconciliation Project (IARP) connects Iraqis and Americans in art, health, education, and cultural 
exchange projects that promote peace and help to rebuild Iraq.

 

Working with our partner in Iraq the Muslim Peacemaker Teams (MPT), IARP supports the rehabilitation of Iraqi society 
and presents Iraqi culture to Americans. The mission of the organization is to “assist and promote reconciliation between 
the peoples of America and Iraq in response to the devastation of Iraqi families, society and culture.”

IARP began in 2004 when Iraqi-American and 25-year Minneapolis resident Sami Rasouli returned to his home in Najaf, 
Iraq, to reconnect with his family and society. There, Sami founded MPT, a non-religious organization supporting human 
rights and civil society in Iraq. Colleagues and friends of Mr. Rasouli started IARP in Minneapolis in the same year, and 
IARP was incorporated as a non-profit in July of 2007. 

Based in the Sister Cities of Minneapolis and Najaf, IARP and MPT work together to serve Iraqis and Americans affected 
by the Iraq war: refugees, veterans and families of veterans, Iraqis with little access to clean water or electricity, those 
physically injured by the war, Iraqi professionals and government officials, children in both countries, and others affected 
by the war.

www.reconciliationproject.org







OUR PHILOSOPHY
 WHAT IS IT?

The mission of the Iraqi and American Reconciliation Project is to promote 
reconciliation between the people of the United States and Iraq in response 
to the devastation of Iraqi families, society, and culture. IARP recognizes the 
common humanity of the people of Iraq and the people of the United States.

HOW DO WE DO IT?

Our approach is long-term public, private, and nonprofit partnership. 
Based in the Sister Cities of Minneapolis and Najaf, we work with city 
government, local nonprofit organizations, and private businesses 
to coordinate a dynamic, community-based relationship between 
Americans and Iraqis.

WHO ARE THE MUSLIM PEACEMAKER TEAMS?

IARP partners with the Muslim Peacemaker Teams (MPT) in Iraq. 

The mission of MPT, a non-religious and non-sectarian group, is to bring 
all Iraqi groups together in peace to work for the good of the country 
by getting in the way of violence while encouraging the people to be 
self sufficient. MPT’s immediate goals are to teach nonviolence and 
human rights so the Iraqi people can once again live in a civil society, to 
help the people to maintain their physical health, and to lift their spirits 
by providing encouragement and support.

www.reconciliationproject.org



MINNEAPOLIS - NAJAF SISTER CITY PROJECT
On July 31, 2009, the Minneapolis City Council voted unanimously to become Sister Cities with Najaf, Iraq. A Sister City 
relationship is a symbolic statement of friendship and an official commitment to build tangible connections between two 
cities. The relationship between Minneapolis and Najaf offers a unique opportunity to repair the relationship between 
Americans and Iraqis and to support Iraqi reconstruction. The Sister City relationship is a critical local-level complement 
to U.S. Government efforts. Local community and citizen resources provide an array of skills, vision, and credibility to 
supplement national government work. In short, the Minneapolis-Najaf Sister City relationship is an effective, replicable 
model for citizen-led, local-to-global peace-building. 

 

THE MINNEAPOLIS - NAJAF SISTER CITY PROJECT ALSO INCLUDES: 

Iraqi Art Project – Since the first showing in 2005, IARP has displayed over 450 pieces of Iraqi Art at 5 gallery shows, 15 
smaller venue showings, countless informal gatherings, and an online gallery. The project “changes the conversation” on 
Iraq by bringing art and culture from the Cradle of Civilization (Iraq) to the United States.

Water for Peace – 51 individuals, school and civic groups have raised and contributed $32,798 for water sanitation 
systems to be installed in 33 schools and a large teaching hospital in Najaf. The relationships between peoples from both 
countries are maintained through exchanges of letters, emails, and photos.

Letters for Peace –Thousands of American and Iraqi students have exchanged letters with each other. College students 
are building a pen-pal program.



2010
Since the first delegation in 2009, artists, academics, business owners, 
Najaf’s Chamber of Commerce President, and other government officials 
have traveled to Minneapolis, and Minneapolitans have begun traveling to 
Najaf, including academics from the University of Minnesota and Augsburg 
College.

In 2010, A student who helped host the delegates organized a semester-
long fundraising effort to provide clean water in Najaf schools and a letter 
and video exchange with Iraqi students. 

Artists from Najaf visited Minneapolis in July 2010 to participate in 
Minneapolis’ Sister City celebration and the opening of a visual art 
exhibition where their work was featured alongside American art. 

Najaf’s Chamber of Commerce President visited Minneapolis in November 
2010 to expand business relationships and opportunities for people of 
Minnesota and Najaf.

The Najaf Chamber of Commerce, IARP, and Prairie Wind International (PWI), 
a company based in Minnesota, began a joint project to license a structural 
insulated panels (SIP) manufacturing facility throughout the world, with 
the goal of transferring the technology and skills to build affordable, 
sustainable housing in southern Iraq. IARP, PWI, and the Najaf Chamber of 
Commerce are currently in talks with regional government in Iraq.

Often the Minneapolis - Najaf Sister City Project will have a deep impact on 
one individual. Zainab Jawhar is an Iraqi woman from Najaf who lost her 
legs to an American missile in 2004. In the fall of 2010, IARP and its partners 
worked with Minneapolis businesses and medical facilities to bring her to 
the U.S. to receive new prostheses and physical therapy, free of charge. In 
December of 2010 she returned to Najaf, still mastering the use of her new 
legs but with a brighter future.



THE IRAQI ART PROJECT
Since the first showing in 2005, IARP has displayed over 450 pieces of Iraqi Art in 25 gallery shows and smaller venue 
showings, countless informal gatherings, and an online gallery. The project “changes the conversation” on Iraq by 
bringing art and culture from the Cradle of Civilization to the United States.

 



2010
NUMBERS

•	 75 pieces of art by present-day Iraqi artists brought to Minneapolis 
and Minnesota

•	 6 exhibits and smaller venue showints of Iraqi Art in Minnesota

THE ART OF CONFLICT

The Art of Conflict was a juried visual art exhibition that brought 
together 15 pieces by Minnesota artists and 15 pieces by Iraqi artists 
in dialogue on the effects of war and displacement on identity. The 
show brought two featured Iraqi artists to Minneapolis for artist talks 
and exchanges with local artists and also included programming 
with artists, refugee agencies, veterans, and a documentary on Iraqi 
refugees. 

www.theartofconflict.org

FEATURED ARTISTS

THE UNRETURNED

IARP featured the documentary film, The Unreturned, throughout the 
year. Directed and produced by Minneapolis native Nathan Fisher, the 
film portrays the lives of five displaced Iraqis from diverse ethnicities 
and religions. 

Aaron McLeod
Ali Almimar
Ali Ghassan
Ali Moshin
Angela Maki Jones
Bilal Bahir
Clare Rosean
Faten Al-Jumaily
Ghalib Al-Monsouri

Hussein Al-Hilali
Ibraheem Hussein
James Allen
Jane Powers
Jim Boden
Marilee Collins
Matthew Lawler
Megan Rye
Monica Haller

Papo Valedon-Gomez
Samantha Starbird
Sandra Barnhouse
Sean Russell
Sean Smuda
Thomas McDonald
Veru Narula



WATER FOR PEACE
Water for Peace is a program that partners American groups with Iraqi schools to provide water sanitation systems at Iraqi 
schools without access to clean water. Rather than a one-way relationship, IARP builds sustainable relationships between 
the American and Iraqi groups through photos, letter exchanges, and other media. Water for Peace also provides health 
education to Iraqis on avoiding contracting water-borne diseases and is carried out in conjunction with education and 
training on peacebuilding.
 



2010
 NUMBERS

•	 22 schools in Iraq with clean water thanks to Water for Peace
•	 Over 8800 students in Iraq with clean water thanks to Water for Peace

According to the Red Cross, 40% of Iraqis lack access to clean water, putting 
millions (especially children) at risk of contracting diseases from unsafe water. 
Water-borne diseases such as diarrhea are the biggest killers of children under 
5 in Iraq. While the Iraqi government, Iraqi non-governmental organizations, 
and international actors have made some progress on restoring Iraq’s water 
systems, unclean and unsafe water will remain a significant health risk to Iraqis 
for years.

Hundreds of elementary, secondary and post-secondary schools in the area 
of Najaf, Kufa, Al- Manadhera, Al- Hriyah and Al-Abbassiyat in Najaf Province 
still lack access to clean water. There are an average of 400 students and 20 
teaching staff members at each school, and 55 percent of students are girls.

SELECTED 2010 AMERICAN PARTICIPANTS

Bethel University Students
Beyond War International
Catlin Gabel School
Echo Valley Hope
Grand Rapids Area Community 
    Foundation
Vets for Peace

Medtronic Child Care Center
Minneapolis Society of Friends 
     Meeting
Pilgrim Lutheran Church
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church-
     Grand Rapids 
University of St. Thomas

SELECTED 2010 IRAQI PARTICIPANTS

Matlaa Al-Fajr Elementary School
Imam Redha Elementary School for Girls
Dimah Institute for Special Education
Al-Shumoo Kindergarten
Al-Khawrnaq High School for Boys
As-Suraj School
Al-Hiwariyoon Elementary School



LETTERS FOR PEACE 
Letters for Peace is a way to foster meaningful relationships between students in America and students in Iraq and help 
students open their hearts and minds to one another. It is a way for students to realize that what we have in common is 
often greater and more meaningful than what separates us. By participating in the Letters for Peace Program, students 
can gain personal insight into an often misunderstood region of the world and expand their perspective on the 
consequences of war on everyday life. 

 



2010
Letters for Peace is designed in conjunction with our sister non-profit in 
Iraq, the Muslim Peacemaker Teams. Students in the US write letters to 
their peers in Iraq, and the letters are then translated and forwarded to 
Iraq. MPT works with Iraqi students to write letters and send photos in 
return. We also provide easy-to-use video equipment in case teachers 
are interested in including a video recording component to the project. 
Letters and any other media used in the project are optionally posted 
on our website.

In 2010, over 150 students in Iraq and the U.S. exchanged letters 
through Letters for Peace.



WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF WAR ON AN INDIVIDUAL AND ON A SOCIETY?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO “ESCAPE” FROM WAR?

HOW ARE FOREIGN CONFLICTS CONNECTED TO MINNESOTA?

WHAT DO U.S. VETERANS OF THE IRAQ WAR HAVE TO SAY?



Selected IARP supporters and partners:

Bethel College
Council on American Islamic Relations
Friends for a NonViolent World
Intermedia Arts
Lanesboro Art Center
Loring Park Art Festival
Medtronic
Meet Minneapolis: Official Convention and Visitors Association
City of Minneapolis
Minneapolis Institute of Arts
Minneapolis School District
Minneapolis Society of Friends Meeting
Minnesota Council of Churches
Muslim Peacemaker Teams, Najaf
Najaf Chamber of Commerce
Pax Christi Twin Cities
Perpich Center for Arts Education
Pilgrim Lutheran School, Minneapolis
Prairie Wind International
Sabes Jewish Community Center
Springboard for the Arts
St. Joan of Arc Parish
University of St. Thomas
The Advocates for Human Rights
University of Minnesota
Vets for Peace
Women Against Military Madness



KATHY MCKAY
Kathy McKay, Executive Director. Kathy is a co-founder of the Iraqi and American 
Reconciliation Project. A resident of St. Louis Park, Kathy has been involved in 
management in both the for-profit and non-profit worlds for 35 years. She has primarily 
been involved in the health care arena providing direct service as a psychologist and as 
principal in two start-ups.

SAMI RASOULI
Sami Rasouli, Executive Director of the Muslim Peacemaker Teams. Sami was born in 
Najaf, Iraq in 1951 and is Executive Director of the Muslim Peacemaker Teams (MPT) in 
Iraq. Since 2003, he has been a tireless advocate for the people of Iraq and for peace, 
reconciliation, and nonviolence. Since he founded MPT and the Iraqi and American 
Reconciliation Project (IARP) in 2004, they have operated under his leadership to counter 
the corrosive effects of war and rebuild relationships and lives in the two countries.

LUKE WILCOX
Luke Wilcox, Development and Communications Director. Luke has also worked with The 
Advocates for Human Rights, the Muslim-Christian Dialogue Center, and  Washington 
Office of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Luke was a Katherine Davis Fellow 
for Peace in 2010 and graduated from Boston University with an M.A. in International 
Relations and speaks Arabic. He is a native of Sioux Falls, SD.

TRICIA KHUTORETSKY
Tricia Khutoretsky, Curator, Iraqi Art Project. Tricia holds an M.A. in Arts and Cultural 
Management from Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota. Her undergraduate degree is 
from Macalester College in English and Communications. She has worked extensively in 
the Twin Cities in editorial, art direction and curatorial positions. Previously she was the 
editor-in-chief of a local, underground arts magazine called Industry Minne-zine and was 
the Assistant Curator of the Ordway’s International Flint Hills Children’s Festival ArtWalk. 
Tricia grew up in the Middle East.

2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SARA AXTELL
TIM CARLSON
STEVE CLEMENS
VANESSA CORNETT-MURTADA

KATHY MCKAY
SALAM MURTADA
AL NETTLES
PAUL PERKAL

STAFF



WE ARE PASSIONATE FOR PEACE.

WE WOULD LOVE FOR YOU TO JOIN US.



IARP 2010 INCOME-EXPENSE REPORT BY PROGRAM

Admin Art Water
& General Unclassified Exhibits MPT Sister City for Peace TOTAL

Income

Campaign Income 300 0 0 0 0 0 300
Contributions Income 10,486 3,238 11,135 7,668 8,321 21,751 62,599
Donations 134 0 0 680 0 0 814
Reimbursed Expenses 50 0 494 0 0 0 544
Sale of Products 1,446 65 2,717 0 0 0 4,228
Speaking 0 0 0 350 0 0 350

Total Income 12,416 3,303 14,346 8,698 8,321 21,751 68,835
Less Cost of Goods Sold 100 0 2,289 0 0 0 2,389

NET TOTAL INCOME 12,316 3,303 12,057 8,698 8,321 21,751 66,446

Expense 0 0

Advertising/Promotional 260 0 1,187 0 208 158 1,813
Automobile Expense 0 0 0 0 6 0 6
Contract Labor 6,700 0 1,208 0 0 0 7,908
Contributions 25 2,388 0 8,208 0 16,569 27,190
Direct Expense 1,974 145 789 419 53 893 4,273
Equipment Rental/Gallery rent 0 0 780 0 43 0 823
Fiscal Sponsor Fee 0 0 700 0 0 119 819
Insurance 0 0 0 0 946 0 946
Licenses and Permits 945 0 500 0 500 0 1,945
Miscellaneous 0 0 0 100 0 0 100  
Professional Fees 250 0 430 250 2,038 0 2,968
Program Expense 0 0 3,200 0 122 1,620 4,942
Reconciliation Discrepancies (7) 0 0 0 0 0 (7)
Sales Tax 270 0 0 0 0 0 270
Supplies 24 42 216 0 0 28 311
Travel & Ent 711 32 4,896 307 7,939 14 13,900

Total Expense 11,152 2,607 13,906 9,284 11,855 19,401 68,206

NET INCOME LESS EXPENSE 1,164 696 (1,850) (586) (3,534) 2,350 (1,760)

 January 28, 2010
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Chuck and Carol Adleman
Mira Akins
Jana Albers
Ali Alhassani
Ali Ishraq
Monica Allen
Patricia L. Almquist
Vicki Andrews
Cara Anthony
Frederick Appell, Jr.
Diane and David Banner
Melissa Barnes
Greg Barrett
Maryann Bartos
Clare Beer
Pat Benn
Shayna Berkowitz
Bill Berneking
Mary Jo Berner
Eleanor Binnings
Fred and Gwynn Bobich
Joyce Bonafield
Judith Boudreau
Jeremy Iggers and Carol Bouska
Matt Bowlby
Marie and John Braun
Amadee Braxton
Lauren Butler
Neil and Yvonne Byrd
Medtronic Child Care Center
Tim Carlson
The Courage Center
T. and S. Chapin
John Chell
G. Gregory Chester
Judith and J.G. Christenson
Lynn Cibuzar 
Florence Steichen 
St. Timothy Church
St. Augustine Church
Nick Burch
St. Joseph’s Church
Pilgrim Lutheran Church
St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church
West Denmark Lutheran Church
Cynthia Clark-Ericksen
Stephen and Christine Clemens
Brainerd Area Coalition for Peace
Stephen Coleman

Bliss Coleman
Nick and Nancy Eltgroth
Melanie Crean
Kathleen and Earl Currie
Connie Daigle
Rosemary Davis
Katie Day
Neil and Katherine Deupree
Jonathan W. and Basma Ibrahim 
   DeVries
Margaret Dhilmann-Malzer
Ruth A. Dix
Racine Dominicans
Art Dorland
Mary Duvall
Dena Eakles
Robert Edelstein and Mary Crowley
Mary Ellingen
Jamie Engelbretson
Lowell and Carol Erdahl
Marcus Eriksen
Catharine Fasy
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
   La Crosse
Nathan Fisher
Deborah Foster
MJ Berner Foundation for Peace
Ronald J. Fraboni
Laura Fraser
James and Margo Frey
Minneapolis Society of Friends 
   Meeting
Prospect Hill Friends Meeting
Katheryn M. Furlong
Remi Gabillet
Camille Gage
Shannon Gavin
M. Geise
William George
Barbara and Donald Gerten
Paul and Susanna Gilk
Katherine and Shawn Gillen
Donna M. Gilmore
Elizabeth Glidden and Eric Pusey
Jeremy Gordon
Violet Grooms-Alban
Karin and Jeff Grosscup
Patty Guerrero
Philip and Joan Haan

Elizabeth Haan
Christine A. Hallenbeck
Monica Haller
Lynne Hardey
David Harris
Kate Havelin
Patricia Helmberger
Liz Henry
Nancy Hensel
Robin Hensel
St. Catherine’s High School
Arthur and Edith Holmstrom
Thomas Homme
Echo Valley Hope
Kelly Horazdovsky
Wayne and Jean Hoshal
Jerry and Juliana Howard
Barbara Huning
Gina Hunt
Cheryl and Thomas Imdieke
Al Jassim
Susu Jeffrey
Sandy Jerstad
J. J. Jeske and J. B. Jeske
Robert and Joycelyn Johnson
Sue Johnston
Maria Kaefer
Karen Karls
Randy Kaufmann
Marly Keller
Debbie Kemp
Tricia Khutoretsky
Kaydee Kirk
Carol Koepp
Andrea Kuenning
Lisa Kupcho
Roger LeGrand
Shelly Leitheiser
A. A. Liebel
David Logsdon
Constance and David Long
Laurie Lykken
Kaia Svien and Bob Lyman
Sharon Lyon
Joyce Lyon
Katharine S. Malaga
Mary-Alice Martines
Noel and Melissa Martinson
Susan A. Martinson

Thank you to all of our supporters!



Kathy McKay
Irene Mehlos
Christine Meisenheimer
Joel Garb and Susan Michaud
Jennifer Miller
Judy Miner
Laverne Gauper and Lorna Mix
Yuko Miyamoto
Alexandra Moller
William F. and Jane Ann Moore
Michael Moore
Jeanne Mordick
Lethia Morgan
Connie Noterman  and Frederick 
   Morris
Melissa Mortenson
Paula Murphy
Ihab and Rita Murtada
Sara and Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer
Karen Nemer
Al and Anne Nettles
Leo Norden
David Nordstrom
Janet Parker and Walter Novash
Maria Hansa and David Ogren
Betty M. Olsen
Glenna Olson
Erin Olson
Shannon Pauli
William Pearson and Brenda 
   Butterfield
John and Mardi Pearson
Angelo Percich
Paul Perkal
Theresa Pick
Karen and Roger Pope
Joan Poritsky
Kathleen Porter
Jane Powers
Chris Prendergast
Leo and Roberta Pulskamp
Julia and Paul Quist
Genevieve Radniecki-Hayle
George Reid
Mary Reiland
Leslie Reindl
Eugene and Lenice Renner
Ann Ricketts
Ann Rock

Shylan Rose
Jean Rothstein
Coleen and Ross Rowley
Phil Runkel
Carole and Roger Rydberg
Terrence Rynne
Sisters of Saint Dominic
Magdalena Sander
Stefania Sani
Diane Schadewald
Marjorie Schalles
Mary Beth Schlagheck
Marilyn and Joseph Schmit
Robert and Cheryl Schrom
Carolyn R. Schurr
Helen Seestadt
Christian Semmier
Sarah Shelton
Jack and Cynthia Shelton
Lynn Shoemaker
Jessica Shryack
Ahmed Sirleaf
Linda Slabon
Penelope H. Snipper
Grace Sobolik
Mary Ann Steele
Amanda Strosahl
Elizabeth Stuck
Terre and Kenneth Sullivan
Sara McFall Sullivan
Karen Svien
Rik Svien and Laurie Bangs
St. Martin’s Table
Joan Thompson and Drew Hamre
Peter Thompson
Megan Torkelson
Thanhc Tran and Central High 
   School Students
Onder Uluyol
Headwaters Unitarian Universalist 
   Fellowship
Carolyn VandenDolder
Scott and Heather Vedbraaten
Veterans for Peace
Marilyn Vialle
Eric Damon Walters
Louise C. Watson
The Simple Way
Nathan Webster

Ronald R. Weckerly
Kathy and Robert Wedl
Lorraine Welch
John and Mary Ellen West
James Wheeler
Dana White
Luke Wilcox
Josh and Erin Wilcox
Greg and Gail Wilcox
Kristen Wilcox
Daniel Wilcox
Joe Wilson
Mike Wilson
Eleanor and John Yackel
Women Against Military Madness



CONTACT: 

KATHY MCKAY
Executive Director 
952-545-9981
kathy@reconciliationproject.org

“MidEast Madonna” by James Allen

LUKE WILCOX
Development and Communications Director
605-360-6020
luke@reconciliationproject.org

1346 Westwood Hills Road
Minneapolis, MN 55426

www.reconciliationproject.org


